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• Developed Recreation Areas
• North Forebay Recreation Area
• South Forebay Recreation Area
• Loafer Creek Recreation Area
• Monument Hill Recreation Area

• Popular Undeveloped Recreation Areas
• Foreman Creek Boat Launch
• South Forebay Boat Launch
• Stringtown Boat Ramp
• Mile Long Pond

• City of Oroville
• Bedrock Park
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• Other Recreation Areas
• Marina mooring areas (Bidwell Marina)
• Floating campsites (Potter Ravine)
• Afterbay (hunting, fishing, boating, swimming)



• Bacteria Standards and Criteria
• CVRWQCB Basin Plan

- Fecal coliform
! Geometric Mean > 200 bacteria/100 mL
! No more than 10% of samples > 400 bacteria/100 mL

• Department of Health Services
- Draft Guidance for Fresh Water Beaches

!Total coliform > 10,000 bacteria/ 100 mL
! Fecal coliform > 400 bacteria/100 mL
! Enterococcus > 61 bacteria/100 mL

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
- Enterococcus

!Geometric mean > 33 bacteria/100 mL
!Single sample > 61 bacteria/100 mL

SPW1. Pathogens: Recreation Area Coliform
Monitoring
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• 2002 Monitoring - Labor Day 
Holiday

• Afterbay Outlet
• Bedrock Park
• Bidwell Marina
• Foreman Creek Boat Access
• Mile Long Pond
• Monument Hill RA
• North Forebay RA
• South Forebay RA & Boat Launch
• Potter Ravine Floating Campsite
• Stringtown Boat Ramp

• 2003 Monitoring - Fourth of 
July Holiday

• Bedrock Park
• Foreman Creek Boat Access
• Loafer Creek RA
• Monument Hill RA
• North Forebay RA
• South Forebay RA & Boat 

Launch
• Stringtown Boat Ramp
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• Developed (•) and 
undeveloped (•) 
recreation areas 
monitored for 
bacteria in 2002 and 
2003
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• 2002 Results
• Total Coliform

- Less than allowable maximum bacteria levels at all monitored 
sites

• Fecal coliform
- Low levels and within criteria at most sites
- Consistently relatively high on most sampling events from 

Bedrock Park, and South and North Forebay RA’s
!DHS guidance exceeded in one sample from North Forebay

Recreation Area
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• 2003 Results
• Total Coliform

- Criterion exceeded at North Forebay RA
• Fecal Coliform and Enterococcus

- Criteria exceeded at several sites
- Consistent high levels from North Forebay RA

• Fecal streptococcus
- No criteria
- Relatively high densities from North Forebay RA
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• North Forebay RA 
area is popular for 
picnicking and 
swimming on 
summer days



• Project waters, 
including 
recreation areas 
such as the 
North Forebay, 
are also enjoyed 
by numerous 
wildlife 
throughout the 
year
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• Summary
• All the recreation areas monitored at least occasionally 

exceeded some of the bacteria criteria or DHS draft guidance 
for fresh water beaches.

• A few areas, such as the North Forebay Recreation Area, 
rather consistently exceeded the various criteria.

• The data do not indicate any relationship between increased 
recreational use of Project waters and bacteria densities.

• High densities of coliform or enterococcus bacteria do not 
necessarily indicate human contamination or possible impacts 
to human health

- Areas used for recreation accessible and heavily used by 
waterfowl and other wildlife

- Contamination by wildlife is not easily distinguishable from 
human sources

- Contamination by wildlife is generally not a human health concern


